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Large numbers of discrimination claims in “Anglo

Saxon” Jurisdictions

41,000 claims in 2005/06

76,000 claims in 2006
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High awards

Largest award in 2005/6 =
!1.4 million

Largest award in 2006 =

$61 million (reduced to

$12 million on appeal)
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Some reasons for the volume of cases in the UK

Limited “unfair dismissal” rights – this is

the biggest differentiator

No “bullying” claims

Limited co-determination/works councils

Cultural
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UK Claims

Before employment tribunals

Claims against individuals as well as

employers

Can last several days or even several weeks

Significant management time/legal costs

Reputational concerns
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UK Media interest
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Topical issues in the UK
Religion – dress codes
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Discrimination laws around Europe [to

be amended]
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Claims in Europe

Some: Denmark, Netherlands, Sweden,

Russia, Belgium, Czech Republic, Ireland,

Greece, Poland

Minimal:  Finland, Slovakian Republic,

Italy, Germany, France, Cyprus, Portugal,

Spain
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Other European Quirks…

Hearings can be really short – Switzerland,
Poland, Belgium and France are usually less
than one day

Fees and management time can be minimal

Average awards are often low….

Media attention can be scant… but is
growing

Settlement figures vary widely
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