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U.S. Tariff and Trade Policy: How This 
Affects the Dietary Supplement Industry
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U.S. Government Leadership

• Donald Trump, President

• Scott Bessent, Secretary of the Treasury

• Howard Lutnick, Secretary of Commerce

• Jamieson Greer, U.S. Trade Representative (USTR)
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2024 Report to Congress

U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission

• Key Findings: China engages in currency 
manipulation, transshipping, slave labor, state-
led monopolies, market protectionism, price 
fixing, dumping, and scores of other trade 
barriers.
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White House 
Executive Order

• America First Trade Policy

January 20, 2025
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USTR Releases 2025
National Estimate of Foreign
Trade Barriers

April 1, 2025
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U.S. Tariffs
(as of February 2025)

• For Selected Nutrients

10



©2025 United Natural Products Alliance. All Rights Reserved.

U.S. Tariffs
(as of April 2, 2025)

• US Tariffs: Representative 
Dietary Ingredients
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U.S. Tariffs as of 
April 2, 2025 for 

botanicals
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April 2, 2025 – Liberation Day
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How U.S. Non-Tariff Barrier Factors are Calculated

• Consider an environment in which the U.S. levies a tariff of rate τ_i on 
country i and ∆τ_i reflects the change in the tariff rate. Let ε<0 represent 
the elasticity of imports with respect to import prices, let φ>0 represent the 
passthrough from tariffs to import prices, let m_i>0 represent total imports 
from country i, and let x_i>0 represent total exports. Then the decrease in 
imports due to a change in tariffs equals ∆τ_i*ε*φ*m_i<0. Assuming that 
offsetting exchange rate and general equilibrium effects are small enough 
to be ignored, the reciprocal tariff that results in a bilateral trade balance of 
zero satisfies:   
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50 countries that have

indicated they want to

negotiate tariffs 

shortly after April 2
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Educating Washington DC 

UNPA Letter to the White House 
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Critical Nutrients Highlighted in Letter
• Vitamin D3
• Vitamin B1
• Vitamin E
• Biotin
• Folic Acid 
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Recent Tariff Actions

• Brazil at 50% -- Brazil’s prosecution of former President Bolsonaro

• India at 50% -- for buying Russian oil
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CHINA

• Between April and late May, U.S. tariffs on China went to 145%, and China tariffs on the 
U.S. rose to 125%. This is totally unsustainable.

• This led to a series of framework agreement meetings.

• May 2025 in Geneva – establish baseline approach to negotiations; resolve Chinese 
student visas to the U.S.

• June 2025 in London – urgent need for the U.S. to make a deal for Chinese rare earth 
minerals.

• Current – As of today, the average U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods is 55%. Chinese tariffs 
on American goods is 10%. These rates expire on November 10, 2025, as laid out in an 
Executive Order.
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Short-Term Outlook: 
What are the Possibilities?

• A negotiated deal for permanent tariffs by November 10, 2025.

• Extension of a November 10 deadline with current tariff rates in place.

• Collapse of negotiations – tariff rates return to 145% and 125%.

• The real issue in U.S./China negotiations is trade barriers, as laid out in the 
report to Congress and the USTR’s Foreign Trade Barriers report of April 1, 
2025.

• Daniel Mabey will speak to the underlying nature of the U.S./China relationship. 
He lived in China for almost 10 years, having returned recently.
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Global Supply Chain

• Our Industry global supply chain is scrambled.

• China, India, and Brazil are key suppliers, now at high tariff rates and tensions 
with the U.S. government.

• Raw material cost, quality, and availability remain uncertain, at best.

• China has global control of between 60-100% of many key nutrients, amino 
acids, precursor chemicals, and pre-mixes.

• Onshoring production of these materials is considered highly unlikely, given 
capital costs and China’s ability to limit access to critical precursor chemicals.
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Tariffs as a U.S. Revenue Source

• Year-end projections suggest $240-300 billion in tariff revenue for 2025.

• This is a 70% increase over the same period in 2024.

• The current average effective tariff rate is 22.5%.

• Revenue by country to date:
– China: $45 billion
– EU: $17 billion
– Japan: $12.4 billion
– South Korea: $9.8 billion
– India: $7.6 billion
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• The Administration will be reluctant to give up the 
tariff revenues absent very substantial trade deals 
that dramatically reshore industry and expand 
U.S. exports.
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What proactive steps 
can we take?
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Thank you

Loren Israelsen
Founder & President

United Natural Products Alliance

loren@unpa.com


