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Louisiana Appleseed

MISSION: Louisiana Appleseed solves our state's
toughest problems at their root cause by creating I

and increasing Access to Justice, Opportunity, and
Education.

VISION: We believe that our state will be stronger
through fair and equitable access to the courts, the

economy, and public schools. To accomplish this,
we build bridges between vulnerable communities
and our extensive network of pro bono professionals
to develop meaningful and sustainable solutions
that help justice take roof.




Louisiana Appleseed

www.LouisianaAppleseed.org/volunteer

Access to Justice Program ensures fairness and equity in
our civil and criminal court systems.
www.LouisianaAppleseed.org/justice

Access to Opportunity Program supports an economy
that works for everyone through equitable solution-
building. www.LouisianaAppleseed.org/opportunity

Access to Education Program supports access to public K-
12 education systems in Louisiana that foster a positive
and safe environment in which children can thrive.
www.LouisianaAppleseed.org/education



http://www.louisianaappleseed.org/volunteer
http://www.louisianaappleseed.org/justice
http://www.louisianaappleseed.org/opportunity
http://www.louisianaappleseed.org/education

Louisiana Appleseed

Equity Justice

The assumption is that Everyone gets the All 3 can see the game
everyone benefits from supports they need without supports or
the same supports. This (this is the concept of accommodations because
is equal treatment. “affirmative action”), thus the cause(s) of the
producing equity. inaquity was addressed.

The systemic barrier has
been removed.

www.lLouisianaAppleseed.org/volunteer
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Requirement vs Encouragement

o ABA Rule 6.1

o Louisiana Rules for Professional Conduct
6.1

o Louisiana Mandatory Continuing Legal
Education Rule XXX, Reg. 3.21




American Bar Association
Rule 6.1

Voluntary Pro Bono Publico Service

Every lawyer has @

professional responsibility

to provide legal services to those unable to
pay. A lawyer should aspire to render at
least 50 hours of pro bono publico services
per year.




LA Rules of Professional Conduct
Rule 6.1

Voluntary Pro Bono Publico Service
Every lawyer

should aspire

to provide legal services to those unable to
pay. A lawyer should aspire to render at
least 50 hours of pro bono publico services
per year.




LA Mandatory Continuing Legal
Education, Rule XXX, Reg. 3.21

5 Hours Pro Bono = 1 Hours Credit
3 MCLE Hours MAXIMUM

Organization must file statement with and
gain approval from the MCLE office
annually.




LA Mandatory Continuing Legal
Education, Rule XXX, Reg. 3.21

o The matter must have been assigned
to the lawyer by:

o 4 court,
o a bar association, or

o a legal services like SLLS and others that
primairily furnish pro bono legal services
AND has filed a statement with the
Louisiana Committee on Mandatory
Conftinuing Legal Education (MCLE)




MCLE Rule XXX, Reg. 3.21 .

Qualifying Sponsor Application
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MCLE Rule XXX, Reg. 3.21
Individual Credit Application
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Pro Bono Service Gaps

Ability to pay for affordable legal services is
shrinking.
Demand for legal services is growing.

50% of people who seek legal help from free
service providers are likely eligible, but turned
away.

Approximately 95% of LA attorneys do not
report pro bono activities.




SLLS — Mission

o To achieve justice for and improve the lives of
low-income people through direct case work,
advocacy, & community education.

o SLLS provides free legal services through a@
staff attorney model & volunteers

o In 2019, SLLS helped over 25,000 people in
over 11,000 cases, provided community
education to 30,579, and reached another

185,000+ through self-help & info

o 2019 Direct Economic Benefits for Clients —
over $19 million




Southeast Louisiana Legal
Services (SLLS) 101

o For 50+ years, SLLS has been fighting
for fairness for vulnerable people

oSLLS is the largest non-profit civi
legal aid provider in Louisiana

0 6 offices, 22 parishes, 105 staff

o 15% of staff pre-COVID embedded
IN the community w/onsite partners




LS Priorities for Our Work

(e Domestic Violence

* Family Law

e Child in Need of Care
¢ Elder Law

w ( ¢ Foreclosure Prevention
¢ Landlord-Tenant

e Successions for Homes

¢ Fair Housing Rights

Protecting
~ Families Preserving
and Housing
Children
- Legal Help
Economic :
s Stability for Special

Populations

* Employment Law
¢ Public Benefits
e Education & Health

* Homeless Advocacy
* Rights of the Disabled
e Disaster Survivors

* Consumer & Tax J e Veterans Project
1\




Priorities for Work Cont.

Increased Access to Courts, Legal
Information, and Self-Help

o SLLS now operates and/or supports five
Self-Help Desks in partnership with local
courts

o SLLS develops innovative Technology
Projects

o Strong partner within statewide legal
services network




The Need for Civil Legal Aid

> A June 2017, Legal Services Corporation (LSC)
Legal Needs Survey found that 86% of the civil
legal needs of low-income Americans were unmet
or not fully met.

» Louisiana has the second highest poverty rate in
U.S. at about 20%. Pre-COVID rate

» Since COVID - 670% rise in Unemployment Cases,
a 300% increase in eviction requests, and 80% of
calls on our COVID Helpline are housing related.

» Client income must be within federal poverty
guidelines as a threshold for services




Typical Profile of SLLS Client

o A working mom raising two children who is a
victim of domestic violence earning less than
$13,500 per year

o A person living with a disability with income of
$773 per month receiving $9,276 annually

o A senior living on a fixed income of $1,000
monthly receiving $12,000 per year from
Social Security

o Post-COVID- Low-wage workers out of work
on temporary unemployment benefits or
working reduced hours




What's Coming in the Wake of
COVIDe

» Explosion in evictions throughout the summer of 2020
— evictions can now be filed starting 6/8/2020

» Increased need for legal help in Employment Law &
Unemployment Benefits

» Consumer Debt Collection Cases & Bankruptcy
cases will spike — 3-6 months

> Increase in Domestic Violence Cases

» Increases in succession cases from COVID deaths &
requests for wills/advance directives for people at
high-risk for COVID

» Different ways to reach vulnerable people —
Facebook Live events, virtual legal clinics, SLLS
COVID 19 Legal Helpline Advertising




Available Resources Cannot
Meet Overwhelming Need

o Until 2019, Louisiana was 1 of 3 states that
provided $0.00 for civil legal aid from its state
budget. Can it continue post-COVIDe

o Interest rates have plummeted to almost
0.00% post-COVID. IOLTA funding is projected
to drop by $4 million in the coming year.
IOLTA is 15% of SLLS’ total budget

o SLLS projects a loss of up to $500,000 in 2019
from various other funding sources due to the
economic impact of COVID.




Limited Resources = Limits on
Types of Cases SLLS Can Take

» Generally no fee-generating cases taken.

» Don’t handle personal injury cases

» SLLS has to set Case Acceptance
Guidelines for the cases it can take on.

» Special Grants and/or Pro Bono Resources
allow SLLS to expand and sustain its work

» Pro Bono help is needed more than ever!




SLLS Volunteer Opportunities

o0 New Orleans

<« |n Forma Pauperis Clinic —in person on
Thursday or Saturday Mornings at SLLS Office

« COVID-19 Eviction Advice Clinic — training
with free CLE on 9/23/2020 —remote

« New Pro Bono Security Deposit Clinic starts in
the fall of 2020 —remote or in person




SLLS Volunteer
Opportunities

« Clean Slate Project- Funded by the Jefferson
Parish Office of Community Development to
help cover costs of expungement filing fees.
Changing model post-COVID. Looking for
volunteers!

« Virtual Legal Clinic - New Orleans Public
Library = 90 people sought legal help since
July 2020. SLLS does intake, staff or volunteer
interviews client by Zoom or phone




SLLS Volunteer
Opportunities

BGTon Roue I

« New Virtual Legal Clinic — East Baton Rouge Library
— starts November 2020. Pro Bono Wills, Power of
Attorney, & Successions Clinic. Volunteers
interview client by Zoom or phone and can
choose to handle drafting wills, poa’s or
succession cases.

« New Reentry Legal Clinics — In Person But Outdoors
— starts in January 2021. CLE in fall 2020. Advice
only legal clinic with cases needing extended
representation to SLLS. Partnering with Justice &
Accountability & other local partners




SLLS Volunteer Opportunities

Northshore — St. Tammany, Washington, &
Tangipahoa Parishes

SLLS Northshore Pro Bono Project — over 100
pro bono attorneys helping with a range of
civil legal needs

Statewide — Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic-
SLLS accepts from all 64 parishes to help
resolve tax debt for low-income workers.
Often can be done 100% remotely.




SLLS Pro Bono Partnerships

o Baton Rouge Bar Foundation — subgrant
to handle 275 cases per year

o Pro Bono Project (New Orleans) —
subgrant to handle 500 cases per year

o Referrals to LSBA Free Legal Answers —
online questions all remote - 250% poverty

o Statewide Hurricane Laura Disaster
Network with LSBA & ABA Young Lawyers-

o Acadiana Legal Services — 42 Parishes




INTERESTED IN HELPING?

o Volunteer for an SLLS Project

o Volunteer to Help one or our subgrant Pro Bono
Partners in New Orleans or Baton Rouge

o Considering helping one of our statewide
partners — Acadiana, LSBA Free Legal Answers,
Or more

o Encourage others to do pro bono

o Got a new 7projec’c idea or want to volunteer
with SLLS?- email SLLS Pro Bono Managing

Attorney Elena Perez at eperez@slls.org



mailto:eperez@slls.org

Questions & Contact Information :

Adrienne Wheeler, Louisiana Appleseed
Director, awheeler@louisianagappleseed.org

Laura Tuggle, SLLS Director [tuggle@slis.org
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