
Politics, People & Passions

M a n a g i n g  P o l i t i c a l  S p e e c h  &  C o n f l i c t  i n s i d e  

( a n d  o u t s i d e )  t h e  C o r p o r a t e  W o r k p l a c e



Political Speech in the Private 
Workplace World
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United States 
Constitution
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California State 
Constitution



State Constitutional 

Right to Privacy 
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Immigration Reform and Control Act 

Age Discrimination in Employment Act 

National Labor Relations Act 

42 USC 1981 (Civil Rights Act 

– Equal Right to Contract) 

Title VII (Civil Rights Act) 

Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration 

Genetic Information 

Nondiscrimination Act 

Family and Medical Leave Act

Securities and Exchange Act

Labor Code 1102

(Influence Upon Political Activity)

Equal Pay Act

California Fair Pay Act
Workers Compensation

CROWN

(Creating a Respectful and 

Open World for Natural Hair)

Labor Code 1101

(Control of Political Affiliation)

Labor Code 1102.5

(Whistleblower Protection)

Fair Employment and 

Housing Act
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Policies

Handbooks

Codes of 

Conduct

Systems

Custom &

Practice

Federal and State Laws Applicable to Workplace 
Speech
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Internal Rules of the Employer

Policies

Handbooks

Codes of Conduct 

Custom & Practice
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Thank you! Questions?
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Heather Anderson 

Senior Corporate Counsel 

Best Buy

Janette Piankoff, Ph.D.

Director, Human Resources & Org 

Dev., Corporate Center & 

International 

Sempra Energy

Jennifer Rubin

Member, Employment, Labor & 

Benefits Practice

Mintz


