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It’s National Voter Education Week!



Missouri Voter Protection Coalition

Info@movpc.org



I. Policy Advocacy

II. Legal Advocacy & Litigation

III. Education and Engagement

IV. Election Protection

MISSOURI VOTER PROTECTION COALITION



NAACP & LWV v. Missouri Lawsuit



ORAL ARGUMENTS 
OCT 6





What is Election 
Protection?

• Nation’s largest non-
partisan Voter Protection 
Coalition

• Hundreds of participating 
organizations

• Legal Hotline
• Poll Monitors
• Social Media Monitors

• Goal: Every eligible voter is 
able to cast a ballot





Purpose of Election Protection

Help voters - ensure all voters can cast a ballot

Identify and Solve Problems

Stop Deceptive Practices

Stop Voter Suppression

Collect data – uncover obstacles, identify 
trends for advocacy & legal action



Why do we need Election Protection? 

◻ Help Voters

¤ Many voters are unaware of 
voting rules or changes

¤ Voters are empowered with 
information to assert their 
right to vote

¤ Identify problems and help 
voters advocate solutions

¤ Voter is able to cast a ballot

◻ Collect Data

¤ Streamline the process 

¤ Make the case for reforms

¤ Identify barriers and solutions 
on how to address them

¤ Identify impacted voters & 
witnesses



The Process
COMPONENTS OF ELECTION PROTECTION:

1. Hotline:  866-OUR-VOTE
•Call Center Lawyers
•Escalation Lawyers

2. Field Monitors
•Poll Monitors
• Social Media Monitors

3. Social Media Monitors











2020 Volunteer Roles

I.LEGAL (lawyers, law students, paralegals)
Respond to Voter Calls into 866-OUR-VOTE
Answer Questions from Field & Remote volunteers
Research, Advocacy & Litigation Support

II.FIELD
Contactless Poll Monitors (stay in car)
Contactless Roving Monitors

III.SOCIAL MEDIA MONITOR 
Remote-monitor media from home; stop misinformation

IV.SUPPORT
Put out signs, admin, etc.



SIGN UP at ProtectTheVote.net

http://ProtectTheVote.net


Election Protection in the age of COVID
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ELECTION PROTECTION 
COMMAND CENTER

St. Louis - 2018
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ELECTION PROTECTION 
POLL MONITORS
Kansas City - 2018



Election Protection Call Center
Stinson LLP

Kansas City, MO 
2018



Election Protection in 
the Age of COVID

Missouri Call Center is remote

Lawyers handling escalated tickets to work remotely

Field Program

Contactless Roving Monitors (stay in car)

Contactless Polling Place Monitors (with PPE)

Remote Monitors (monitor media from home)

More Yard Signs



Missouri Election Protection
Command Center Co-Coordinators



Contactless Poll 
Monitors



Roving Poll Monitors



Poll Monitor 
Basics

Review your suggested 

route/Polling place list

Have your mask, 

hotline sign or magnet

Visit your assigned 

polling places during 

peak hours

Observe conditions 

(i.e., lines, PPE, police 





Document!



At The Polling Place
• Things to Look Out For:

866-OUR-VOTE sign visible

Long lines

PPE available

Voting Machines Not Working

Make sure polls are opened and closed on time



Social Media Monitors



On the ground before election day:

Confer with election officials

Prepare for Election Day protocols

Legal advocacy where needed 

Support non-partisan civic engagement organizations

Voter education/RTV workshops

Before Election Day



Process
1. Voters and monitors call into 866-OUR-VOTE hotline.

2. Call center lawyers gather information about the voter’s situation 
and provide needed information to the voter. 

3. If it was an inquiry, stop there. We’re done. 

4. All other unresolved issues go to lawyer escalation team, who call 
voter back, ask additional questions, document situation and 
assist voter or monitor in advocating their rights.

5. Next steps: coordination with legal team (on Zoom), research, 
written documentation & advocacy with election officials. 

6. If demands not met, litigation team considers further action.

7. Litigation as a last resort 
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◻ EP Database Documents 
calls into 866-OURVOTE
¤ Jurisdiction
¤ Issue
¤ Polling Place
¤ Demographic Info
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Remember:

Call the EP hotline (866-OUR-VOTE) 866-687-8683 to report 

problems and get help answering questions.

We are nonpartisan we help all voters. Don’t share your political 

beliefs with voters or other volunteers. You cannot advocate for a 

candidate or ballot issue while volunteering for Election Protection

Do not refer to a voter as a client. Refer to yourself as an Election 



KEY ISSUES IN 
MISSOURI IN 2020

1. Remote & Absentee voting: Absentee, Mail Ballots & 
Notary Requirements

2. Voter ID Requirements 

3. Criminal Record Restrictions

4. Polling Place Closures

5. Curbside & Accessible Voting Requirements

6. Misinformation

7. Voter Intimidation



Voting in the age of COVID



MOVPC Recommendations to Ensure Voting in 
Missouri Amid the COVID-19 Crisis

1. All voters should be able to cast an 
absentee ballot by mail.

2. In-person advance voting.

3. Bolster voter registration opportunities.

4. Polling place modifications consistent with 
CDC Guidelines for Polling Sites.

5. Robust voter education.







Missouri Absentee & Mail Ballots-2020

Excuse-based ABSENTEE Ballot No-Excuse MAIL-IN Ballot

1. Away from jurisdiction

2. Confined due to illness or 
disability (or serving as a 
caretaker) - NO NOTARY

3. Religious belief

4. Working as a poll worker

5. Incarcerated

6. Address confidentiality program

7. At-Risk Category for COVID-19 -
NO NOTARY

• Any Missouri Voter Can request 
a Mail-in Ballot

All Mail-in Ballots Must Be 
Notarized

All Mail-in Ballots Must be 
Returned by US Mail



New Law for Voting in 2020

•Have or in at risk 
category for 
COVID-19? vote 
absentee

– NO NOTARY 
REQUIRED

•All other Missouri 
voters can vote by 
mail in 2020

– BALLOT MUST 
BE NOTARIZED



“at-risk” Categories - NO NOTARY Req’d
“at-risk” for COVID includes any voter who is:

over age 65+
in a long term care facility, 
chronic lung disease, or moderate/severe asthma
serious heart condition, 
immunocompromised, 
diabetes, 
liver disease, 
chronic kidney disease/dialysis 



ABSENTEE
VOTING 
BEGINS
SEPT. 22



BY MAIL:
What Kind of Mail-Ballot is Right for Me? 
Excuse-based ABSENTEE Ballot No-Excuse MAIL-IN Ballot
1. Away from jurisdiction

2. Confined due to illness or 
disability (or serving as a 
caretaker) - NO NOTARY

3. Religious belief

4. Working as a poll worker

5. Incarcerated

6. Address confidentiality program

7. At-Risk Category for COVID-19 
- NO NOTARY

• Any Missouri Voter Can request 
a Mail-in Ballot

All Mail-in Ballots Must Be 
Notarized

All Mail-in Ballots Must be 
Returned by US Mail



What’s the difference between Absentee by Mail 
& 

No-Excuse Mail ballots?
Absentee: Requires excuse Mail: No excuse

Application can be returned by:
Email
Fax
Mail
In-person

By the voter or close relative

Ballot can be returned:
US Mail
In-person

By the voter or close relative

Some Must Be Notarized

Application can be returned by:
Mail
In-person

By the voter or close relative

Ballot can be returned:
US Mail Only

All Must be Notarized







In-Person Absentee Voting: Sept. 22  

Excuse-based Absentee Ballot IN PERSON ABSENTEE VOTING

1. Away from jurisdiction

2. Confined due to illness or 
disability (or serving as a 
caretaker) 

3. Religious belief

4. Working as a poll worker

5. Incarcerated

6. Address confidentiality program

7. At-Risk Category for COVID-19

• In-person absentee voting 
begins Sept. 22, 2020

• Can vote absentee in-person 
until 5p.m. Mon. Nov. 2

• In-person absentee voting 
available Saturday Oct. 31

• Vote in-person at local 
election authority (& 
satellites)

• Must present ID

• NO notary required



notaryhub.movpc.org

http://notaryhub.movpc.org




NO ID?  Provisional Ballot



Accessibility

• More than 35 million 
Americans with Disabilities 
– 1/6 of the total electorate 
– are eligible to vote in the 
U.S. but many face 
accessibility barriers in 
registering and voting.

• Help America Vote Act – requires 
accessible voting equipment & 
ballots

• Americans with Disabilities Act –
prohibits discrimination based on 
a disability

• Voting Accessibility for the Elderly 
and Handicapped Act – mandates 
accessible polling places

• Voting Rights Act Sec. 208 –
ensues the right to assistance in 
voting



Voters can request help from a pair of election 
officials OR bring any person of their choice if 
they need help before, during or after voting

Assistant does not need to be 18, a registered 
voter or US citizen.

Children ARE allowed in polling place

Assistance at Polling Place
115.445 RSMo



Curbside voting

Hospital voting

All polls must have 
accessible voting machines

Reassign polling place

Permanent absentee voter 
list

Accessible Voting
115.436 RSMo



Misinformation & 
Intimidation

False rhetoric of voter fraud and “rigged” elections
Deceptive flyers & social media
Misleading robocalls 
Targeting of particular communities for voter challenges; use of 
flawed lists 
Unwanted/invasive photography
Undue police presence at the polls
Brandishing weapons
Blocking or impeding entrances to polling places
Aggressive poll watchers
Baseless Challenges



Everyone’s Talking About Disinformation







Sept. 30, 2020



"I'm urging my supporters to go into the polls and 
watch very carefully, because that's what has to 
happen. I am urging them to do it," 



- Former FBI Assistant Director for Counterintelligence Frank Figliuzzi 

Oct. 6, 2020



Voter Intimidation
Voter suppression, intimidation, misleading information 
and disorderly conduct are illegal under federal and 

Missouri law. 

baseless challenges
intimidating voters

spreading false information
interfering with a voter or polling place

Police presence



Who Can Be at the Polls in Missouri

• Challengers• Poll Watchers

• Outside the Polls

• Anyone

• No list or credential

• Must Stay within buffer zone 
(no closer than 25 feet)

• Can impede or block 
entrance/exit

• Cannot intimidate voters

• Can be inside polls
• Credentialed by political 

parties
• Names submitted ahead of 

time
• Can stand next to check-in 

table and challenge eligibility 
of voters

• Cannot talk to voters
• Cannot disrupt voting process



Rules Prohibiting 
Intimidation at the Polls

Prohibited everywhere:
Intimidation
Discrimination or 
targeting voters based on 
race, sex or disability or 
other characteristics
Baseless challenges
Interfering with right to 
vote.

Differs by state:
Challenge protocols
Buffer zone lengths
Poll watcher rules
Photography
Firearms



Voting Rights Act Sec. 
11(b)

“No person, whether acting under color of law or 
otherwise, shall intimidate, threaten, coerce, or 

attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any other 
person for the purpose of interfering with the right of 

such other person to vote or to vote as he may 
choose, or of causing such other person to vote for, or 

not to vote for, any candidate for [federal] office.” 



Federal Law Prohibits Intimidation
• Intimidating voters is a 5-year felony.  

—52 USC 20511

• Conspiring to intimidate voters is a 10-year felony.
— 18 USC 241

• Violence to interfere with voting is a 10-year 
felony.  

— 18 USC 245





Missouri Law

It is illegal to induce, threaten, impede or 
prevent or attempt to impede or prevent 

someone from voting by abduction, duress or 
any fraudulent device.

115.635 RSMo



No one may electioneer or 
try to influence a vote 
within 25 feet of the 
entrance of the polling 
place

Electioneering & 
intimidation

115.637 RSMo



No one at a polling 
place may interfere 

with voting or 
intimidate voters, 
including police. 

Electioneering & 
intimidation

115.637 RSMo
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Felony*

Foreclosure

Unpaid Tickets

Unpaid Child 
Support

Unpaid Taxes

Warrant

MYTHS! 
You can still vote!



Election Protection

1-866-OUR-VOTE
(1-866-687-8683)



Missouri Voter Protection Coalition

THANK YOU!
Denise Lieberman

denise@MOVPC.org
(314) 780-1833

mailto:denise@MOVPC.org
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