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Governor’s Office of Economic OPPORTUNITY

2021 - H.B. 348
• Transition from GOED to Go Utah

• Established the Utah Economic Opportunity Commission



5

Unified Economic 

Opportunity Commission 

(UEOC) Accomplishments

• Overhauled the state's incentive programs

• Created 10-year statewide economic strategy

• Rural Opportunity Fund

• Computer Science Initiative

• Adopt-a-School

• Early Literacy Outcomes Improvement (Millner Bill)

• Approved a Statewide Conversation on Growth 

(facilitated by GOPB)

• Housing Affordability

• Manufacturing Modernization

Process

Convened 100s of stakeholders 

to address challenges, including:

• Coordinated growth

• Entrepreneurship support

• International affairs

• Multicultural equity

• Rural matters

• Talent cultivation



Go Utah
Resources
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Utah's Workforce Programs for 
Manufacturing
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Pathways Program - TRU
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• Youth apprenticeships designed to provide 

meaningful work experience for students 

engaged in learning the skills they need for a 

successful career

• As part-time employees of our TRAC partners, 

students earn a wage pursuing their education 

toward a high-paying career 

• The TRAC program is specifically designed to 

engage students starting at the high school 

level​
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Consumer Confidence



Utah’s Success

Best Performing Large Cities

#1 - Provo-Orem

#4 - Salt Lake City

#9 - Ogden-Clearfield

Best Performing Small Cities

#2 - Logan

#4 - St. George

– Milken Institute (Feb. 2021)
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Utah’s Population Growth Rate Leads the Nation
Percent Change, 2010-2020

Source: 2020 Apportionment Data, U.S. Census Bureau
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Net Outmigration = 429,283
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+ 56,300
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Factors for Business Choosing Utah
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Employer Recruitment Carrots
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Why Utahns Return Home
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Targeted Industry List

1.Aerospace and Defense

2.Software and Information Technology

3.Financial Services

4.Life Sciences

5.Advanced Manufacturing
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Housing Price Index 2020 - 2021
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Pre-COVID 2021

More Utah Households

Continue To Be Priced Out

Priced Out
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Utah Housing Demand and Supply 

Mismatch Since 2010

Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute
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Housing Transit Reinvestment Zones (“HTRZ”)

• Created in the 2021 Utah Legislative session (SB217)

• Administered by the Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity

• Purpose: encourage Smart Growth around Transit nodes

➢ UDOT prioritization for infrastructure improvements

➢ Local control over property tax increment

Key Zone Qualifications:

• 1/3-mile max radius from commuter rail stations (Summit County 

has the only exception in the state for it’s Kimball Junction transit 

center)

• 51%+ of developable area within zone allocated to residential

➢ 50+ units per acre

➢ 10%+ of proposed housing be designated “affordable”
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Perspectives on Utah’s “Labor Shortage”
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University of Utah
One of First Four Nodes of ARPANET
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Where It All Started
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Why Utah?
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M & A – Private Placement - Public
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Percentage of Deals
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Cluster Job Growth
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Recent IT Company Expansions

Liveview

3400 Jobs

$328m Cap Ex

LoanPro

459 Jobs

$45m Cap Ex

DOMO

2230 Jobs

$30m Cap Ex

Lumio

3697 Jobs

$120m Cap Ex

Taxbit

1700 Jobs

$70m Cap Ex
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IT Touches Every Industry




