
Vermont 2025 Legislative Outlook and  

Election Results Overview

Presented to: Vermont Association of Corporate Counsel   

Date:  January 15, 2025



2

Executive Summary

• Governor Phil Scott (R) easily 

wins a fifth term.

• John Rodgers (R) narrowly 

defeats incumbent Lt. Governor 

David Zuckerman (P/D).

• Democrats lose supermajorities in 

both the House and Senate but 

maintain majorities.

Key Highlights
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Statewide Races

• Secured 71% of the vote, demonstrating widespread approval.

• Defeated Democrat Esther Charlestin by a 50-point margin.

Governor Phil Scott (R)

• Former Democrat, now Republican, from the rural Northeast Kingdom.

• Narrowly defeated Lt. Governor David Zuckerman (P/D).

John Rodgers (R)

• Attorney General Charity Clark (D).

• Treasurer Mike Pieciak (D)

• Secretary of State Sarah Copeland-Hanzas (D)

• State Auditor Doug Hoffer (D/P)

Other statewide races
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Governor Scott’s Efforts

• Actively Supported Republican candidates 

in the Legislature and the Lieutenant 

Governor’s race.

• Used drastic property tax increases and 

proposed Clean Heat Standard as major 

talking points.

• Advocated for balanced voices in Montpelier.

• Scott’s work, coupled with increased taxes, 

resulted in the Red Wave.
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Senate

• Democrat: 16 (-6)

• Republican: 13 (+6)

• Progressive: 1 (neutral)

Senate Results

Senate Dynamic Post-Election

• Republicans gain six seats, displacing four 

incumbents and winning two open contests.

• No incumbent Republican lost their seat.

• Notable Democrat losses include Senators 

Chris Bray and Mark MacDonald.
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House of Representatives

• Democrat: 87 (-18)

• Republican: 56 (+19)

• Progressive: 4 (neutral)

• Independent: 3 (neutral)

House Results

House Dynamic Post-Election

• Republicans capture 19 additional seats.

• Democrats lose two key Legislative 

Committee Chairs.

• No incumbent Republican lost their seat.
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First Week of the Session

• Speaker Krowinski fended off challenge – vote 111-35

• Senate President Baruth – challenger withdrew in 

rumored horse trade.

Party Leadership Challenges

Committee Changes

• Turnover significantly impacted committee 

assignments and will modify priorities.

• 9 of 11 Senate committees have new chairs.
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Changing Legislative Committees – House 
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Changing Legislative Committees – Senate 



10

Impact on Legislation

• Absence of supermajorities empowers Governor Scott.

• Increased need for bipartisan collaboration.

• Governor Scott's enhanced influence over legislative decisions.

Legislative Dynamics
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Legislative Priorities for Democrats and Republicans

● Education Fund changes
○ Restructuring the funding model
○ New revenue considerations
○ Cost containment 

● Housing
○ Workforce housing
○ Housing TIF discussion
○ Permitting review/Act 250

● Healthcare
○ Reference Based Pricing

Affordability Agenda
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Additional Issues Up for Consideration

● Data Privacy Bill
● Clean Heat Standard Alternatives
● School Construction
● Public Safety
● New Revenue

● Surprises – Insurance and Banking issues 
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DRM Lobbying Team Contact Information

● Patti Komline - Director, Government and Public Affairs
○ pkomline@drm.com
○ 908-938-1616

● Gabrielle Malina – gmalina@drm.com
○ Energy, Technology, Association Management

● Becky Lewandoski – rlewandoski@drm.com
○ Banking, Insurance, Healthcare

● Andrew Brewer – abrewer@drm.com
○ Housing, Act 250, General Business
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