
25th Annual 
Gala Dinner

and Pro Bono Silent Auction

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2022
WESTIN BONAVENTURE HOTEL AND SUITES



EVENING PROGRAM
5:00 PM			   Registration, Reception and Silent Auction
5:30 PM			   Ballroom Doors Open

6:00 – 7:00 PM  
Dinner 

Live Auction 
Zach Zaharek, VP and Senior Operations Counsel at First American Financial

2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year 
Preston Hopson
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.

Presented By: Victoria Harvey, President of ACC Southern California  
    and Senior Vice President and Chief Legal Officer of Smile Brands Inc.

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year 
Southern California Edison Law Department
Accepting: Jennifer R. Hasbrouck, Senior VP and General Counsel

Presented By: Joni Lee Gaudes, Past President of ACC Southern California,  
    Executive Vice President and General Counsel of Hybrid Apparel

Closure of Silent Auction 

7:00 PM	
Opening Ceremonies and Welcome  
Joni Lee Gaudes

Q & A  

Amal Clooney, Lawyer & Human Rights Advocate
Moderated by: Lynette M. Jones, Senior Counsel, Warner Bros. Discovery

Program Concludes  
		 The ‘Side Bar’ Reception
Complimentary Desserts and Cappuccino Bar in Ballroom Foyer



On behalf of ACC Southern California’s Board of Directors, I am delighted 
to welcome you to our 25th Annual Gala Dinner and Pro Bono Silent 
Auction! The Gala Dinner is our chapter’s marquee event and is intended 
to unite our members, sponsors, and guests as we explore the life, careers, 
and achievements of world leaders in law, politics, and entertainment. In 
addition, the Gala is time for us to honor our peers who serve the Southern California community through 
their commitments to diversity, equity, and inclusion, as well as pro bono services to the underserved and 
underrepresented. 

Tonight’s distinguished speaker is Amal Clooney. Ms. Clooney is a barrister who specializes in international 
law and human rights. She represents clients before international courts, including the International 
Criminal Court, the International Court of Justice, and the European Court of Human Rights. Many of her 
clients are victims of human rights abuse, like women from the Yazidi community -- including the 2018 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Nadia Murad -- who are seeking accountability following a campaign of 
executions, assaults, and enslavement by ISIS in Iraq and Syria. She has represented Armenia in a case 
involving the Armenian genocide and was recently counsel to 126 victims of the genocide in Darfur, Sudan, 
at the International Criminal Court. 

Ms. Clooney also represents political prisoners around the world and has received many honors for her 
work to secure the freedom of journalists arbitrarily detained across the globe. For the past two years, Ms. 
Clooney has represented Maria Ressa, a leading journalist in the Philippines who won the 2021 Nobel Peace 
Prize, despite being jailed for her campaign of free expression and democratic government. 

In 2016, Ms. Clooney and her husband, George, established the Clooney Foundation for Justice, which 
operates in more than 40 countries. One of their initiatives, TrialWatch, shines a light on injustices by 
monitoring criminal trials and advocating for the rights of imprisoned journalists, LGBT persons, women, 
minorities, and human rights defenders. The Foundation currently investigates war crimes in Ukraine.

Tonight, we also celebrate two special honorees. The Southern California Edison Law Department is the 
2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year, and Senior Vice President, General Counsel, and Corporate Secretary of 
Tetra Tech, Preston Hopson, is the 2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year. In recognition of these achievements, 
ACC Southern California is pleased to make contributions to each of their selected pro bono legal 
organizations.

This evening would not be possible without the dedicated work of the ACC Southern California Board of 
Directors, led by President Victoria Harvey; Past-President Joni Gaudes; the spirited Gala Dinner committee; 
and our incredibly thoughtful and diligent Executive Director, Betty St. Marie – thank you!

It is so exciting to be back in person after two years. I invite you to reconnect, make new acquaintances, and, 
of course, bid generously in support of Public Counsel.

A MESSAGE FROM THE GALA DINNER CHAIR 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Lynette M. Jones
Senior Counsel, Warner Bros. Discovery
2022 Gala Dinner Chair



Platinum Sponsor

Employers and Lawyers, Working Together

Ogletree Deakins is one of the largest labor and 
employment law firms representing management in  
all types of employment-related legal matters. The firm 
has more than 950 lawyers located in 54 offices across 
the United States and in Europe, Canada, and Mexico. www.ogletree.com

Ogletree Deakins is proud to  
support ACC Southern California  
and the 25th Annual Gala Dinner  

featuring Amal Clooney.
OGLETREE DEAKINS CONGRATULATES  

THIS YEAR’S HONOREES! 

2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year 
PRESTON HOPSON  

SVP, General Counsel, and  
Secretary, Tetra Tech, Inc. 

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year  
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  

EDISON LAW DEPARTMENT 

Client Focused.
Innovative Approach.

CALIFORNIA OFFICES Los Angeles, Orange County, Sacramento,  
San Diego, San Francisco, and Torrance



PRESIDENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE

We want to extend a warm WELCOME AND THANK YOU! for supporting the 25th Annual Gala Dinner 
and Pro Bono Silent Auction. We’ve had many distinguished speakers grace the evening. They include 
former U.S. Presidents, a U.S. Vice President, a foreign head of state, U.S. Secretaries of State, and other 
prominent public figures.   Tonight, the 2021 - 2022 Board of Directors is honored to bring you attorney 
and human rights advocate, Amal Clooney.

Our Chapter is extremely fortunate to have a close partnership with 44 law firm and service provider 
Sponsors.  Without their legal expertise and generous support, we wouldn’t be able to deliver the many 
outstanding programs and quality events throughout the year for which our Chapter has been awarded 
more Chapter of the Year Awards than any other chapter in ACC’s global network.  

In 2019, we upped the ante by holding two live auctions combined with our usual silent auction. We 
will again have two special packages to auction with all proceeds from both the live and silent auctions 
benefitting Public Counsel’s mission to protect the legal rights of the indigent, veterans, immigrants, 
homeless, disadvantaged children, and underserved communities. We’re thankful to everyone who bids 
on the silent and live auction items provided by our generous donors who once again have allowed us to 
support Public Counsel.  

ACC Southern California would also like to recognize and honor the achievements of our two awardees 
for their selfless contributions in the areas of diversity and pro bono service. Our Platinum Sponsor, 
Ogletree Deakins will present the Diversity Counsel of the Year Award to Preston Hopson, SVP, General 
Counsel and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.  and the Pro Bono Counsel of the Year Award to Southern 
California Edison Legal Department. We salute both awardees for their incredible accomplishments!  

An event, such as ACC Southern California’s Gala, cannot achieve success by the efforts of one person 
or even a few.  It takes a dedicated team working together for a common goal to succeed.  We want to 
thank our Gala Dinner Chair Lynette Jones, and every member of the Gala Dinner Team (i.e., the Table 
Sales Committee, Diversity Committee, Pro Bono Committee, Board of Directors, distinguished Director 
Alumni, and volunteers) for a magnificent evening to remember. We, ACC Southern California’s Board of 
Directors, thank you for being a special part of our 25th Annual Gala Dinner and Pro Bono Silent and Live 
Auction. We hope you have an extraordinary and unforgettable evening!

Warmest regards,

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Joni Lee Gaudes
EVP and General Counsel, 
Hybrid Apparel  
(ACC Southern California 
President 2021 – 2022) 

Victoria K. Harvey
SVP and Chief Legal 
Officer, Smile Brands Inc. 
(ACC Southern California 
President 2022 – 2023)



Gold Sponsor



Gold Sponsor



A Moderated Conversation with 

AMAL 
CLOONEY
Lawyer & Human Rights Advocate

Amal Clooney is a barrister who specializes 
in international law and human rights. She 
represents clients before international 
courts, including the International Criminal 
Court, the International Court of Justice, 
and the European Court of Human Rights.

Ms. Clooney is ranked in the leading legal 
directories Chambers and Partners and 
Legal 500 as one of the top lawyers in the 
UK in the fields of international human 

rights and international criminal law. According to the rankings, she is described as “a 
brilliant legal mind” who “handles cases of real international importance” and has a 
“passionate commitment to the law and compassion for the people it serves.”

Ms. Clooney represents victims of human rights abuse and has argued many landmark 
cases throughout her career. She has for many years represented women from the 
Yazidi community -- including the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, Nadia Murad -- who 
are seeking accountability following a campaign of executions and sexual enslavement 
by ISIS in Iraq and Syria. In 2020 she represented a Yazidi woman in the world’s first 
trial in which an ISIS member was convicted of genocide. She also represents Yazidi 
victims in the first case alleging complicity in crimes against humanity by a company that 
funded the terror group. She has represented Armenia in a case involving the Armenian 
genocide and was recently counsel to 126 victims of the genocide in Darfur, Sudan, at 
the International Criminal Court. And in 2021 she was appointed Special Advisor to the 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court on Darfur.

Ms. Clooney also represents political prisoners around the world and has received many 
honors for her work to secure the freedom of journalists arbitrarily detained across the 
globe. For the past two years, she has represented Maria Ressa, a leading journalist 
in the Philippines, who faces over 100 years in prison based on spurious charges and 

Amal
Clooney
Lawyer & Human Rights Advocate

ACC Southern California cordially invites you to attend its

25th Annual Gala Dinner
AND SILENT AUCTION

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2022
5:00 PM Reception | Silent Auction

6:00 PM Dinner and Awards Program

7:00 PM A Moderated Conversation with Amal Clooney
8:30 - 9:00 PM Networking | Dessert

WESTIN BONAVENTURE HOTEL AND SUITES 
California Ballroom
404 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90017
Hotel Valet Parking: $24
Self-Parking: $10 (City National Bank Garage after 5:00 PM with validation)

BUSINESS ATTIRE

PURCHASE TABLES OR TICKETS HERE: cvent.me/oaXwMv

SILENT AUCTION
Net proceeds will benefit Public Counsel, a tax exempt 501(c)(3) organization 
providing pro bono legal services. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact accsocal@mtaevents.com | 818-814-6680
We will communicate COVID safety protocols, in compliance with local and state public health 
requirements, as we get closer to the event date.



was the 2021 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. She has acted as counsel Khadija 
Ismayilova, an investigative reporter imprisoned in Azerbaijan for reporting on 
corruption; Mohamed Fahmy, when he was Al Jazeera’s bureau chief in Cairo; and 
two Pulitzer Prize-winning Reuters journalists who were imprisoned in Myanmar in 
2019 following their reporting on crimes committed against the Rohingya. All these 
journalists were released from prison following Ms. Clooney’s representation.

Ms. Clooney also served as a Senior Advisor to Kofi Annan when he was the UN’s 
Envoy on Syria and as Counsel to the UN Inquiry on the use of armed drones. She 
has been appointed to the UK’s panel of experts on combatting sexual violence and 
to an expert panel established by the UK Attorney-General on public international 
law. In 2019 she was appointed the UK’s Special Envoy for Media Freedom by the 
UK Foreign Secretary and served until recently as vice-chair of the High-Level Panel 
of Legal Experts on Media Freedom chaired by the former President of the UK 
Supreme Court.

Ms. Clooney is a Visiting Professor at Columbia Law School, where she co-teaches 
the Human Rights course, and she is co-author of an academic textbook titled The 
Right to a Fair Trial in International Law, published by Oxford University Press. The 
book has been heralded as the “definitive work” in the field, a “great work that 
will sustain people around the world in their fight for justice” and cited by the UK 
Supreme Court.

In 2016 she and her husband George established the Clooney Foundation for Justice 
to advance justice through accountability for human rights abuses around the world. 
One of their initiatives, TrialWatch, shines a light on injustices by monitoring criminal 
trials and advocating for the rights of imprisoned journalists, LGBT persons, women, 
minorities, and human rights defenders. Another flagship initiative, The Docket, 
gathers evidence of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity to trigger 
prosecutions and civil suits and advocates for the rights of victims in those trials. 
The foundation’s most recent initiative – Waging Justice for Women – uses strategic 
litigation to advance women’s rights in Africa.



Gold Sponsor

AMERICA  •  ASIA PACIFIC  •  EUROPE  
sidley.com

Attorney Advertising - Sidley Austin LLP, One South Dearborn, Chicago, IL 60603.  
+1 312 853 7000. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. MN-19065

SIDLEY JOINS IN CELEBRATING

ACC  
Southern California’s  

25th Annual Gala
and welcomes lawyer and  

human rights advocate Amal Clooney.  

Congratulations to the honorees:

2022 DIVERSITY COUNSEL OF THE YEAR

Preston Hopson
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary 

Tetra Tech, Inc.

2022 PRO BONO COUNSEL OF THE YEAR

Southern California Edison  
Law Department
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PRESTON HOPSON 
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.

Preston Hopson is Senior Vice President, General Counsel, 
Chief Compliance Officer and Corporate Secretary at Tetra 
Tech, Inc. (NASDAQ: TTEK), a $10 billion leading provider of 
consulting, engineering, and technical services with 22,000 
employees around the world.  He provides leadership and 
oversight for all legal matters, including board, securities, 
corporate governance, ESG, litigation, compliance, regulatory 
and governmental affairs, employment, finance, M&A, IP, real 
estate and investor relations.  He also leads the global Human 
Resources function, with responsibility for talent acquisition, 
executive development, employee relations and training, 
performance management, diversity and organizational planning.  

A member of the Executive Leadership Team, Mr. Hopson is the founder and executive sponsor for 
BELIEVE (Black Employees Leading in Innovation, Enthusiasm, Vision, and Excellence), Tetra Tech’s 
inaugural Employee Resource Group.  He also serves as a founding member and executive sponsor 
of Tetra Tech’s Global Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council and is a member of the company’s 
Sustainability Council.

Prior to joining Tetra Tech, Mr. Hopson served as Vice President, Assistant General Counsel and Assistant 
Secretary at AECOM (NYSE:ACM), a Fortune 200 engineering and infrastructure firm with $20 billion in 
revenue and 95,000 employees in over 150 countries.  He also served as General Counsel of AECOM 
Capital, an investor and developer of real estate and other large-scale projects across North America 
and select international markets.

Mr. Hopson was previously a senior associate in the capital markets group at O’Melveny & Myers, LLP.  
He began his legal career as a Judicial Clerk to the Hon. Raymond C. Fisher on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit.

Mr. Hopson is a proud member of the Association of Corporate Counsel, having served two terms 
on the Southern California Chapter Board of Directors.  He is a member of the Leadership Council of 
the Posse Foundation, which provides college scholarships to high school students with extraordinary 
leadership potential.  He has been recognized for his contributions to the Black General Counsel 2025 
Project, an initiative that prepares Black lawyers who are equipped to become general counsel of public 
companies.  Mr. Hopson regularly speaks at conferences and programs promoting the importance of 
diversity in the legal community.  He also is an adjunct professor of securities law at the USC Gould 
School of Law.

Mr. Hopson received both a B.A. in Ethics, Politics and Economics and J.D. from Yale University.

2022 DIVERSITY COUNSEL OF THE YEAR



Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles 
is proud to support 

ACC Southern California

Congratulations to the honorees 

Preston Hopson 
2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year

Southern California 
Edison Law Department

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year

2022 DIVERSITY GRANT RECIPIENT



Southern California Edison Company (SCE) is one of the largest corporate philanthropic 
contributors in Southern California. We partner with local nonprofits to brighten our 
neighborhoods and build a better tomorrow. 

SCE’s Law Department has a strong commitment to pro bono work across a broad array of 
matters. Every year, SCE volunteers help many families finalize adoptions through Public 
Counsel’s Children’s Rights Project. With years of experience, SCE volunteers are known 
for taking on rush projects, Spanish-speaking, and difficult benefits cases. Working with 
Bet Tzedek, SCE volunteers assist immigrant children in guardianship/ Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status cases, providing diligent representation to children who cannot reunify 
with their parents. Working with Neighborhood Legal Services’ Clean Slate team, SCE 
attorneys lead criminal records expungement clinics to help Los Angeles adults and youth 
with criminal records get a fresh start. And working with Neighborhood Legal Services and 
Human Rights First, SCE attorneys help permanent residents living and working in Los 
Angeles apply for naturalized citizenship. We are proud of the difference our pro bono 
efforts have made to our communities. 

At SCE, the Law Department and the entire company encourage and believe in 
volunteerism. As a company, SCE employees contributed over 48,500 hours of community 
service in 2021. We know that when we work together as One Edison team, we have the 
power to make a positive impact in our local communities by helping make life a little 
easier for others.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON  
LAW DEPARTMENT

2022 PRO BONO COUNSEL OF THE YEAR



Over the last 51 years, 
Public Counsel has 
recruited and trained 

more than 39,000 volunteers 
and delivered over half a bil-
lion dollars in free assistance 
to those who need it most. 
Our staff are experts in child 
welfare, immigration, veterans 
advocacy, special education, 
impact litigation, economic 
justice, and more.

Thank you ACC-Southern Cali-
fornia for your support of our 
work to provide justice, hope, 
and opportunity for all.

join US.
donate, volunteer or follow us
at www.publiccounsel.org

EVERYONE DESERVES EVERYONE DESERVES 
EQUAL ACCESS TOEQUAL ACCESS TO  
JUSTICE.JUSTICE. 

PUBLIC COUNSEL IN 2021:

PROVIDED LEGAL SERVICES TO

13,000 PEOPLE

450 NONPROFITS

SECURED

$7.2 MILLION

IN VALUE FOR ITS CLIENTS

VALUE OF SERVICES RENDERED

  

$130,000,000+

2022 PRO BONO GRANT RECIPIENT



President
Joni Lee Gaudes (2021 – 2022)
EVP, General Counsel
Hybrid Apparel 

Victoria K. Harvey (2022 – 2023)
Senior Vice President & Chief Legal Officer
Smile Brands Inc.

Vice President, Programs
Elizabeth T. Duong
Vice President and General Counsel
Business and Staffing Solutions
ActOne Group

Vice President, Services
Ellen Yang
VP and General Counsel
Penske Motor Group, LLC

Secretary
Albert Nicholson
SVP, Associate General Counsel
loanDepot.com LLC

Treasurer
Lynette M. Jones
Senior Counsel, Warner Bros. Discovery

Immediate Past President
Joni Lee Gaudes (2021 – 2022)
EVP, General Counsel
Hybrid Apparel 

ACC SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Serra Aladag
Senior Counsel
Lyft, Inc.

Danielle Blanchard
Corporate Counsel – Commercial
Varian

Jennifer Bryant
SVP, General Counsel  
and Compliance Officer
ConcertoCare

Shedrick (Rick) Davis
Western Regional Director  
and Counsel
Lamda Legal

James K. Dierking
Assistant General Counsel
Fluor Corporation

Kush Desai
Senior Vice President,  
Deputy General Counsel
Beachbody, LLC

Monica Gentzschein
DIRECTV
Assistant Vice President –  
Senior Legal Counsel

Jessica Gillette
Associate Counsel
L.A. Care Health Plan

Ross Greenman
Vice President and General Counsel
KSL Resorts

Kendra Jones
Vice President Legal Affairs  
and General Counsel
Epson America, Inc.

Peter Macdonald
Executive Vice President, General 
Counsel
loanDepot.com, LLC

Njeri Mutura
Assistant General Counsel
Microsoft Corporation

Nicole Nakagawa
Senior Deputy General Counsel
SAG-AFTRA 

Wade Pyun
Senior Vice President and  
Chief Legal Officer
Altura Credit Union

Rhea Ricard
Managing Counsel
The Bank of New York Mellon Trust 
Company, N.A

Melissa Sandoval
SoCal Gas 
Senior Counsel – Litigation

Ako Shimada
Vice President, General Counsel  
and Corporate Secretary
Ushio America, Inc.

Conchita Valenzuela
Associate General Counsel
Confie Seguros

Crystal Ventura
General Counsel
Neudesic

Jason Weintraub
Chief Legal Officer  
and General Counsel
Jacuzzi

Christina Zabat-Fran
VP and General Counsel
St. John Knits

Director Emeritus
Del Sabzerou
General Counsel
Evolve Treatment Centers

Executive Director
Betty St. Marie



History

ACC America and Its Southern California Chapter
On December 1, 1981, Robert Banks, then vice president and general counsel of Xerox Corporation, 
hosted a luncheon that triggered a chain of events that would change the legal profession. 
The participants -- mostly general counsel of their companies -- included Lawrence Kraus (U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce), Philip Knox, Jr. (Sears, Roebuck and Co.), Carl Liggio (Arthur Young and 
Company), Stephen Middlebrook (Aetna Life and Casualty), Donald Walsh (Sun Company, Inc.), 
William Weitzel, Jr. (Texaco, Inc.), Irving Yoskowitz (United Technologies Corporation), and Guy 
Zoghby (IBM Corporation).

An Overwhelming Response from the Very Beginning
As a result of that initial luncheon meeting, 55 leading general counsel were invited to attend 
a March 14, 1982, meeting at the AMFAC (now Hyatt) Hotel at the Dallas Fort-Worth Airport to 
discuss the formation of an organized group for in-house counsel. Although no one knew how 
the invitation would be received, 53 out of the 55 invited general counsel showed up. This 
overwhelming response demonstrated that a common chord had been struck.

The lunchtime thoughts of nine visionary in-house counsel took root and have grown into 
America’s -- and the world’s -- leading in-house counsel bar association. On a global basis, ACC 
currently has more than 40,000 members in the U.S. and abroad. In 2003, ACCA changed its name 
to Association of Corporate Counsel or ACC, in acknowledgement of its global status.

In Southern California, Peter Zeughauser (The Irvine Company), Oscar Glass and several other 
talented in-house counsel took the initiative in late 1984 and founded the Southern California 
Chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel to serve the professional interests of ACC 
members in Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura, and Santa Barbara counties, as well as portions of 
Riverside and San Bernardino counties. Mr. Zeughauser later served as the 1991 Chair of ACC 
Southern California’s Board of Directors.

Since the founding of ACC Southern California hundreds of energetic, civic-minded, and service-
oriented in-house attorneys of diverse backgrounds have volunteered their time and talents to 
serve as officers, members of the Board of Directors, and committee members for ACC Southern 
California. In addition, many other ACC Southern California members have served in leadership 
positions at the national ACC level, such as on the Board of Directors and as National Committee 
members. To date, ACC Southern California has over 1,600 members in Southern California, all of 
whom are in-house counsel.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA



Continuing Legal Education
The chapter has four committees focused on presenting quality legal education on a variety 
of topics of interest to its members. Many of the programs also include networking or 
entertainment activities.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CLE and Networking Committee
The CLE and Networking Committee hosts educational presentations and networking 
receptions at popular and unique venues in Los Angeles and Orange Counties.

2019 Chairs:	 Joni Gaudes and Relani Belous
2020 Chairs:	 Elizabeth Duong and Rhea Ricard
2021 Chair:	 Rebecka Biejo
2022 Chairs:	 Kush Desai, Christina Zabat-Fran; Co-Chair:  Danielle Blanchard

CLE Express MCLE Programs Committee
The CLE Express Committee produces monthly MCLE programs which are presented at 
different locations throughout Southern California.

2019 Chairs:	 Jim Schindler and Jerry Huang
2020 Chairs:	 Rhea Ricard and Elizabeth Duong
2021 Chair:	 Albert Nicholson
2022 Chair:	 Albert Nicholson Co-Chair: John Kedeshian



DoubleHeader® Committee
The DoubleHeader® Committee produces quarterly 
programs combining MCLE with a sporting event or other 
entertainment event.

2019 Chair:	 Tiffany Easton
2020 Chair:	 Kush Desai
2021 Chair:	 Kush Desai
2022 Chair:	 Ako Williams; Co-Chairs:  
	 James Dierking, Shedrick Davis

In-House Counsel Conferences
The In-House Counsel Conferences Committee produces 
three all-day programs: Sports and Entertainment 
Conference, In House Boot Camp, and two January 
Conferences.

2019 Chair: Kush Desai 
2020 Chair:  Albert Nicholson
2021 Chairs: Kush Desai, Albert Nicholson, and Rebecka Biejo
2022 Chair: Wade Pyun; Co-Chairs:  Rebecka Biejo, Kush Desai



Charity Golf Classic Committee
The Charity Golf Classic Committee is responsible for the Annual Golf Classic Tournament each 
fall.  The day-long event begins with a barbeque lunch and putting contest and culminates with a 
dinner and award ceremony during which ACC Southern California presents a cash gift to Public 
Law Center in addition to tournament awards.  There is also a golf clinic for those who would like 
to learn the game or brush up on their skills.

2019 Chair:	 Jim Schindler  
2020 Chair:	 James Dierking 
2021 Chair:	 James Dierking; Co-Chair: Peter Macdonald
2022 Chair:	 Peter Macdonald; Co-Chairs: James Dierking, Albert Nicholson



Membership Committee
The Membership Committee is responsible for expanding ACC’s outreach within the Southern 
California in-house community, as well as retaining and engaging members.  We accomplish this by 
hosting several events open to friends, colleagues, and interested in-house counsel.

2019 Chairs:	 John Kedeshian and Jennifer Ishiguro
2020 Chairs:  	 Peter Macdonald, Christina Zabat-Fran; Co-Chair: Relani Belous
2021 Chairs: 	 Peter Macdonald, Christina Zabat-Fran
2022 Chair: 	 Jason Weintraub; Co-Chairs:  Crystal Ventura, Wade Pyun

ACC So Cal Works!!
The ACC So Cal Works!! Committee organizes opportunities for in-transition members and 
members looking for their next opportunity.

2019 Chairs:  	 Ellen Yang and Jennifer Ishiguro
2020 Chairs:  	 Jennifer Ishiguro; Co-Chair: Shedrick Davis
2021 Chairs: 	 Shedrick Davis; Co-Chair: Rhea Ricard 
2022 Chairs: 	 Rhea Ricard; Co-Chair: Crystal Ventura



Attorney Well-Being Committee
The Attorney Well-Being Committee helps our members find healthy ways to manage the stress 
inherent in the fast-paced, in-house law practice: our goal is to provide activities, information, and 
resources focused on managing stress, work-life balance, increasing resilience and equanimity, and 
creating and maintaining an overall healthy lifestyle.

2019 Chairs:  	 Jeff Compangano and Jill Kalliomaa 
2020 Chairs:  	 Jeff Compangano, Jill Kalliomaa; Co-Chair: Robbie Hurwitz 
2021 Chair:	 Jeff Compangano, Jill Kalliomaa; Co-Chair: Robbie Hurwitz 
2022 Chair: 	 Danielle Blanchard; Co-Chair: Conchita Valenzuela, Jill Kalliomaa



CLO Suite Series
This committee hosts events whereby Chief Legal Officer and General Counsel members can 
meet and informally discuss issues confronting them.

2019 Chairs:	 Elizabeth Duong, Victoria Harvey
2020 Chairs: 	 Victoria Harvey, John Kedeshian 
2021 Chair: 	 Jennifer Ishiguro; Co-Chair: Ako Shimada
2022 Chair: 	 Rebecka Biejo; Co-Chairs: Ako Williams, Jennifer Bryant



Internship Committee
The mission of the Internship Committee is to create a diverse pipeline of attorneys, while providing 
law students in Orange and Los Angeles Counties that may lack access to and/or knowledge of 
in-house legal practice, exposure to such practice.  Programming includes law student outreach, 
mentorship and coaching, as well as providing law students the opportunity to intern with ACC SoCal 
member corporate legal departments.

2021 Chair: 	 Conchita Valenzuela; Co-Chair: Njeri Mutura
2022 Chair: 	 Conchita Valenzuela; Co-Chair: Njeri Mutura



Pro Bono Committee
Dedicated to encouraging public service and a commitment to pro bono service, the Pro Bono 
Committee organizes a wide variety of events providing legal support and critical resources to 
various communities in need and the organizations that support them.  We are grateful for our 
chapter sponsors and the countless ACC member volunteers who support our efforts and join us in 
giving back and making a difference throughout the year!  

2019 Chairs: 	 Nicole Nakagawa, Lynette M. Jones and Albert Nicholson
2020 Chairs:  	 Nicole Nakagawa and Robbie Hurwitz
2021 Chair: 	 Nicole Nakagawa; Co-Chair: Rhea Ricard
2022 Chair: 	 Nicole Nakagawa; Co-Chair: Rhea Ricard



Diversity Committee
The Diversity Committee develops diversity initiatives and programs, such as the ACC SoCal 
Diversity Award, ACColades, INside Diversity, Street Law, and the Bar Exam Scholarship Program.  

2019 Chairs: 	 Christina Zabat-Fran, Robert Kang and Lynette M. Jones.
2020 Chair: 	 Lynette M. Jones; Co-Chair: Conchita Valenzuela
2021 Chair: 	 Lynette M. Jones; Co-Chair: Conchita Valenzuela
2022 Chair: 	 Shedrick Davis; Co-Chair: Jason Weintraub

 
Communications and Public Affairs Committee
The Communications and Public Affairs Committee is responsible for the chapters’ newsletter and 
media relations.  

2019 Chairs:  	 Rebecka Biejo and Joni Gaudes
2020 Chairs: 	 Robert Kang and Alex Winsberg
2021 Chair: 	 Ellen Yang
2022 Chair: 	 Njeri Mutura; Co-Chair: Nicole Nakagawa

Advocacy Committee
The Advocacy Committee develops ACC Southern California’s positions on legislation and other 
initiatives relevant to in-house attorneys.  

2019 Chair: 	 Jill Kalliomaa
2020 Chair: 	 Elizabeth Duong
2021 Chair: 	 John Kedeshian
2022 Chair: 	 Jason Weintraub
2022 Co-Chair: 	Christina Zabat-Fran

ACC So Cal Governance Committee
The ACC So Cal Governance Committee is in its first year of existence.  The committee is responsible 
for organizing, updating and maintaining the Chapter Bylaws, Policies and Procedures, and other 
documents to facilitate smooth operations for its members.  

2022 Co-Chairs: 	 Jennifer Bryant, Lynette M. Jones, 
		  John Kedeshian, Peter Macdonald 
		  and Ken Block
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Silver Sponsor

© 2022 Cozen O’Connor

Michele Ballard Miller 
Chair, West Coast Labor & Employment 
(310) 393-4000 | mbmiller@cozen.com 

800 attorneys | 32 offices 

Cozen O’Connor 
congratulates ACC 
Southern California’s 
2022 Diversity  
Counsel of the Year,  
Preston Hopson, and 
Pro Bono Counsel of 
the Year, Southern 
California Edison Law 
Department.

cozen.com



Silver Sponsor

crowell.com

©2022 Crowell & Moring LLP | Attorney Advertising

We are proud to support ACC 
Southern California and it’s 25th 
Annual Gala Dinner and Pro Bono 
Silent Auction.

Congratulations to all the honorees:

Preston Hopson 
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.
2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year

Southern California Edison Law Department
2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year



Silver Sponsor

Dentons is proud to  
continue our partnership with  
ACC Southern California.

© 2022 Dentons. Dentons is a global legal practice providing client services worldwide through its member firms and affiliates. 
Please see dentons.com for Legal Notices.

Dentons, the law firm of the future is here.

dentons.com



Silver Sponsor

Proud Sponsor of the 

ACC Southern California 25th Annual  
Gala Dinner & Pro Bono Silent Auction

Congratulations to the 2022 Honorees!
2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year 

Preston Hopson  
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year 
Southern California Edison Law Department



Silver Sponsor

Pasich LLP is proud to support 

ACC Southern California 

We congratulate this year’s honorees 

Los Angeles        |        Manhattan Beach        |         New York 

www.pasichllp.com 
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AT L A N TA

B O S T O N

C H I C A G O

D E N V E R

H A R T F O R D

H O U S T O N

K A N S A S  C I T Y 

L O N D O N

L O S  A N G E L E S

M I A M I

N E W  Y O R K

O R A N G E  C O U N T Y

P H I L A D E L P H I A

S A N  F R A N C I S C O

S E AT T L E 

S T.  L O U I S

TA M PA

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

ACC Southern California  

25th Annual  
Gala Dinner.

Shook is proud to  
support the

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A  L A W Y E R  I S  A N  I M P O R TA N T  D E C I S I O N  A N D  S H O U L D  N O T  B E  B A S E D  S O L E LY  U P O N  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S .
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Bronze Sponsor

birdmarella.com

Bird Marella litigates complex civil and white collar criminal matters in
state and federal courts across the United States. For over 40 years,

we have built our reputation on the quality of our lawyers and the
outstanding results we achieve for our clients.

Bird Marella is proud to support ACC Southern California and its in-house
members. We congratulate tonight’s honorees for their commitment to
accessible justice and diversity, equity, and inclusion. 



Bronze Sponsor

BROWER LAW GROUP
IS PROUD TO BE A SPONSOR OF

We are honored to have served as
litigation counsel for many ACC

member companies, ooen on
matters involving insurance

coverage issues.

CONTACT US:
(714) 549-5150

Steve@BrowerLawGroup.com
BrowerLawGroup.com
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Bronze Sponsor

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements.

Mhare Mouradian | 213.337.6572
mhare.mouradian@huschblackwell.comhuschblackwell.com

Making a difference.

Husch Blackwell celebrates ACC Southern 
California and its mission of promoting 
the common interests of in-house counsel 
through information, education, networking 
and advocacy. As a law firm committed to 
transforming our values into actions, we 
are proud to join ACC Southern California 
in supporting Public Counsel by sponsoring 
the 25th Annual Gala Dinner & Pro Bono 
Silent Auction.

Arizona | California | Colorado | Illinois | Massachusetts | Missouri | Nebraska | Rhode Island | Tennessee 

Texas | Washington, DC | Wisconsin | The Link (Virtual Office)    



Bronze Sponsor

Jenner & Block is pleased to support 
ACC Southern California and salutes 
tonight’s honorees



Bronze Sponsor

Success  
starts with a 
shared vision. 
Manatt proudly supports

ACC Southern California
and congratulates

Preston Hopson, SVP, General Counsel 
and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.
2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year

Southern California Edison Law 
Department
2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, llp    manatt.com
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mintz.com
Boston  |  London  |  Los Angeles  |  New York  |  San Diego  |  San Francisco  |  Washington

© 2022 Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.

Honoring
Outstanding
Leaders

We are proud to sponsor

ACC Southern California’s
25th Annual Gala Dinner

and to join in honoring
Preston Hopson, SVP, General Counsel, 

and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.
and the Southern California Edison

Law Department.



Bronze Sponsor

Propelling our 
community through 
legal service
We are proud to partner with ACC Southern 
California and congratulate this year’s honorees 
for their outstanding legal service in our 
community.

Preston Hopson
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary 
at Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year

Southern California Edison Law 
Department
2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year

Newport Beach  |  Walnut Creek  |  Las Vegas
newmeyerdillion.com

With over 60 attorneys working as a cohesive team 
to represent clients in all aspects of business, 
employment, real estate, environmental/land 
use, privacy & data security and insurance law, 
Newmeyer Dillion delivers holistic and integrated 
legal services tailored to propel each client’s 
success and bottom line.



Bronze Sponsor

San Diego     Los Angeles     Phoenix     Tucson
www.pettitkohn.com
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Bronze Sponsor

GET THE NUMBERS WORTH KNOWING

2023 Salary Guide

Get the insights that are helping legal employers
and job seekers make smarter salary decisions.

roberthalf.com/salary-guide

©
 2022 Robert H

alf International Inc. An Equal O
pportunity Em

ployer M
/F/Disability/Veterans. RH

-1022



Bronze Sponsor

Rutan & Tucker, LLP is proud to sponsor 
ACC Southern California 

and congratulates the following honorees:

2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year
Preston Hopson, SVP, General Counsel 
and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year
Southern California Edison Law Department

Rutan & Tucker, LLP also congratulates 
ACC Southern California’s President, 
Joni Gaudes 
Executive Leader, General Counsel, 
Compliance and Privacy Officer (CIPP/US)

Corporate and Tax   Employment  Government and Regulatory
Intellectual Property  Land Use and Entitlement  Litigation and Trial  Real Estate

ORANGE COUNTY  SAN FRANCISCO  SILICON VALLEY  SCOTTSDALE

RUTAN.COM

GUIDING CLIENTS TO SUCCESS



Bronze Sponsor

High stakes. High volume. 
High impact. 

©2022 Seyfarth Shaw LLP #22-8480 R1 www.seyfarth.com

We are proud to sponsor ACC Southern California’s 25th Annual 
Gala Dinner & Pro Bono Silent Auction.

With more than 900 lawyers across 17 offices, Seyfarth provides advisory, 
litigation, and transactional legal services to clients worldwide. We provide 
proactive, full-service counseling, compliance, and risk prevention strategies 
to maximize business autonomy. We have depth in virtually all aspects of 
workplace law in every industry, around the world.
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YOUR GLOBAL SOLUTION
FOR LEGAL SUPPORT
WE KNOW HOW.

TransPerfect Legal Solutions, a proud sponsor of ACC Southern California helps 
corporate legal departments reduce department spend by 40%, lowering our 
client's digital footprint and risk of cyber incident.

Whether you need to rapidly collect, review, and produce discovery data from 
multiple custodians, or translate and file a patent in 20 countries, we offer speed, 
scale, and scope to support each project that your business encounters. 

You have questions? We have answers.



Bronze Sponsor

Womble Bond Dickinson is proud to sponsor ACC Southern California and we 
Congratulate this year’s honorees

2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year
Preston Hopson, SVP, General Counsel and Secretary at Tetra Tech, Inc.

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year
Southern California Edison Law Department

womblebonddickinson.com

Irvine, CA Office
400 Spectrum Center Drive
Suite 1700
Irvine, CA, 92618

Atlanta • Boston • Baltimore • Bristol • Charleston • Charlotte • Charlottesville • Columbia • Edinburgh • Greensboro • Greenville • Houston • Huntsville • Irvine • Leeds • London • Los Angeles • 
Nashville • Newcastle • New York • Plymouth • Raleigh • RTP • San Francisco • Silicon Valley • Southampton • Tysons • Washington, D.C. • Wilmington • Winston-Salem

“Womble Bond Dickinson,” the “law firm” or the “firm” refers to the network of member firms of Womble Bond Dickinson (International) Limited, consisting of Womble Bond Dickinson 
(UK) LLP and Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP.   Each of Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP and Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP is a separate legal entity operating as an 
independent law firm. Womble Bond Dickinson (International) Limited does not practice law. Please see www.womblebonddickinson.com/us/legal-notices for further details.

Through partnerships with charities, community projects and our own 

initiatives, Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP is determined to play a 

strong role in creating better places to live, work and do business. We are 

committed to increasing access to legal services for the underprivileged 

and creating a diverse and inclusive environment within our firm, our 

communities and the legal profession. 



© 2022 Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP. All Rights Reserved. 545426faegredrinker.com

Celebrating  Excellence
Faegre Drinker is proud to partner with ACC Southern California 
in honoring the 2022 Pro Bono Counsel and Diversity Counsel of 
the Year. 



A World of Difference 
in Immigration
At Fragomen, we don’t just facilitate immigration—we create opportunities. From individuals and small local 
businesses to the world’s largest companies, we support all of your immigration needs, all over the world. We 
are internationally local—with offices in the heart of each region and services stretching around the world. No 
matter where you’ve come from, or where you’re going next, Fragomen is here to propel you forward.

www.fragomen.com

©2022 Foley & Lardner LLP  |  Attorney Advertisement  |  Images of people may not be Foley personnel  |  555 South Flower Street, Suite 3300, Los Angeles, CA 90071   |  213.972.4500  |  22.MC43077

For more information about Foley, please contact: 
Jeff Atkin  |  Los Angeles  |  jatkin@foley.com

Rising Stars
Foley is a proud sponsor of the ACC Southern 
California 25th Annual Gala Dinner. 

We celebrate this year’s honorees:

2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year 
Preston Hopson, SVP, General Counsel and Secretary  
at Tetra Tech, Inc. 

2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year 
Southern California Edison Law Department

FOLEY.COM





Kirkland & Ellis LLP  |  2049 Century Park East, Los Angeles, CA 90067
+1 310 552 4200  |  www.kirkland.com

Kirkland & Ellis is proud to support

ACC Southern California’s 
25th Annual Gala 
and congratulate this year’s honorees:

Preston Hopson 
2022 Diversity Counsel of the Year

Southern California Edison Law Department 
2022 Pro Bono Counsel of the Year



Serving Clients 
and Community

McGuireWoods is proud to support  

ACC Southern California’s

25th Annual Gala Dinner & Pro Bono Silent Auction.

Helping clients meet their legal and business challenges throughout the 

world, McGuireWoods serves public, private, government and nonprofit 

clients from countless industries in all areas of law. 

1,100 lawyers | 21 offices | www.mcguirewoods.com



Transforming Complexity Into Advantage
With our collective intelligence, we shape powerful legal strategies
that move your business forward

Learn more at mofo.com

© 2022 Morrison & Foerster LLP



Congratulations to 
Preston Hopson
2022 Diversity  
Counsel of the Year

From everyone at Tetra Tech, 
thank you for your leadership in 
diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

tetratech.com

We Have the Power to 
Keep the Future Bright

Together

We are proud to sponsor the ACC 
Southern California 25th Annual Gala 
Dinner & Pro Bono Silent Auction

Congratulations to 2022 Diversity 
Counsel of the Year Preston Hopson, 
SVP, General Counsel and Secretary 
at Tetra Tech, Inc. 

And thank you to 2022 Pro Bono 
Counsel of the Year, the SCE Law 
Department, for your commitment 
to serving our communities.



We support ACC Southern CaliforniaWe support ACC Southern California

and salute tonight’s honoreesand salute tonight’s honorees

Brussels   Chicago   Frankfurt   Houston   London   Los Angeles   Milan    
New York   Palo Alto   Paris    Rome   San Francisco   Washington



ACC SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA THANKS THE AUCTION DONORS

Aerosmith
A Noise Within

ACC Board of Directors
ACC Past Presidents

AC Hotel by Marriott Los Angeles South Bay
Ace Hotel & Swin Club Palm Springs
Allegretto Vineyard Resort by Ayers

Aquarium of the Pacific
Art Lewin Bespoke www.artlewinbespoke.com

Astrea
Bahia Resort Hotel

Bellacures
Breville

Bush Gottlieb, A Law Corporation
Canyon Ranch

Claremont Club & Spa, A Fairmont Hotel
Cline Cellars

Conrad Punta de Mita
Cuisinart

Cutruzzola Vineyards
Davenport’s Restaurant

Del Mar Thoroughbred Club
Dutton-Goldfield Winery
Dutton-Goldfield Winery

East West Players
ECOS

Epoch Estate Wines
Fairmont Kea Lani

Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Fifteen Beacon Hotel

Five Guys
Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora
Four Seasons Resort Punta Mita

Gladstone’s Long Beach
Groupe SEB USA

Hahn Family Wines
Hard Rock International

Harrah’s Resort Southern California
Herend

Hollywood Wax Museum
Home Chef

Jacob Fine Art Portraits
Jacuzzi Family Vineyards

JAKKS
Japanese Friendship Garden

Jill Kalliomaa
Judd’s Hill Winery

Kimpton The Rowan Palm Springs
Knock Out Productions, Inc.

Korbel
LA Clippers

LA Phil
LA Rams

Laguna Playhouse
Langer’s Delicatessen

Larsen’s
Laugh Factory Long Beach

Lefay Resort & Spa Lago di Garda

LinkSquares
Lionsgate Studios

Los Alamitos Race Course
Los Angeles Kings
Los Angeles Rams
Lynette M. Jones

Mark Borsuk
Michael Keeler

Moser
Museum of Tolerance

Neiman Marcus Beverly Hills and Blank Rome LLP
ONX Wines

Orfila Vineyards & Winery
OSCARWARE, INC.

Paramount Pictures
Past Presidents

Peju Province Winery
Philharmonic Society of Orange County

Pink’s Hotdogs
Polly’s Pies

Porto Elounda Golf & Spa Resort
PRP Wine International

Public Counsel
Rainbow Sandals

Rainbow Sandals & Betty St. Marie
Renee Benjamin

Ripley’s Believe it or Not!
San Diego Chargers

Santa Ana Zoo
Santa Anita Park

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Sensorio

Skadden, Arps, Slate Meagher & Flom LLP
SKB

Spirit Cruises
Stephen E. Pickett

Terri O’Lear, Knock Out Productions
The Beach Body Company

The Bowers Museum
The Broad

The Gourmandies School of Sweets & Savories
The Late Late Show!

The Portofino Hotel & Marina
The Red Lion Tavern

The Walt Disney Company
TK Burgers

Town and Country Resort
ULG LAW APC

USS Midway Museum
VJB Cellars
Yard House

Wayne Barsky
Wellington Cellars

Westin Bonaventure Hotel
Wheel of Fortune

Wilson Creek Winery & Vineyards
Yoga House

As of October 28, 2022



2020
Netflix Legal Group (Diversity)
Microsoft, US West Region Commercial Legal Team (Pro Bono)

2019
The Walt Disney Company Legal Department (Diversity)
AT&T Mobility & Entertainment - El Segundo Legal Department (Pro Bono)

2018
Jeff Harleston - Universal Music Group (Diversity)
Lionsgate Legal Department (Pro Bono)

2017
Southern California Edison (Diversity)
Amazon Studios (Pro Bono)

2016
Honda North America, Inc., Law Division (Diversity)
Verizon’s Public Policy, Law & Security Group Southern California (Pro Bono)

2015
Hyundai Capital America Legal Department (Diversity)
Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Legal Department (Pro Bono)

2014
Arthur Chong - Broadcom Corporation (Diversity)
The Walt Disney Company Legal Department (Pro Bono)

2013
Arnold A. Pinkston – Allergan (Diversity)
Bank of America Legal Department (Pro Bono) 

2012
Malissia R. Clinton – The Aerospace Corporation (Diversity)
City National Bank (Pro Bono)

2011
Christopher P. Reynolds – Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. (Diversity)
Steven A. Nissen – NBCUniversal (Pro Bono) 

ACC SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNSEL OF THE YEAR HONOREES



2010
Sempra Energy Law Department (Diversity)
Jonathan H. Anschell – CBS Television (Pro Bono)

2009
Southern California Edison Company Law Department (Diversity)
Rita Tuzon – Fox Networks Group (Pro Bono)

2008
John Page – Golden State Foods (Diversity)
Naomi H. Kobayashi – Capital Guardian Trust Company (Pro Bono)

2007
Susan D. Liebson, BP (Diversity) 
Chris Murphy, DIRECTV, Inc (Pro Bono)

2006
Ann Calfas – Fox Entertainment Group (Pro Bono) 

2005
Douglas Ingram, Allergan Corporation (Corporate) 
Stephen Pickett – Southern California Edison (Pro Bono) 

2004
Karen Randall – Universal Studios (Corporate)
Natividad “Nat” Chavira – Unocal Corporation (Pro Bono)

2003
Valerie K. Schurman – Boeing Integrated Defense Systems (Corporate)
Madeleine Kleiner – Hilton Hotel Corporation (Pro Bono)

2002
Donald J. Koprowski – Kawasaki Motors Corp. USA (Corporate)
Hayward “Dan” Fisk – Computer Sciences Corporation (Pro Bono)

2001
Timothy J. Conley – Mazda Motors of America (Corporate)
Mercedes Fresno – Transamerica Life (Pro Bono)

2000
Donald S. Gray – Toshiba America Information Systems (Corporate)
Vincent Gonzales – Sempra Energy (Pro Bono)

ACC SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNSEL OF THE YEAR HONOREES



DINNER COMMITTEE CHAIR
Lynette M. Jones
Senior Counsel
Warner Bros. Discovery

DINNER COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Rebecka Biejo
Chief Legal Officer
Pilgrim Media Group

Danielle Blanchard
Corporate Counsel – Commercial
Varian

Alexandra Bodnar
SVP, General Counsel & Corporate Secretary
Volt Information Sciences, Inc.

Jeffrey B. Compangano
General Counsel
The Word & Brown Companies

Andrea K. Douglas
Director, Legal – Employment & Litigation
Pharmavite LLC

Jennifer E. Fisher Golden
Senior Counsel
The Boeing Company

Jessica Gillette
Associate Counsel
L.A. Care Health Plan

Vincent Gonzales
Senior Environmental Counsel
SoCalGas

Dawn Haghighi
General Counsel
PCV Murcor Real Estate Services

Jill Kalliomaa
Senior Legal Counsel
Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research (NIBR)

Leslie Le
Corporate Affairs Counsel
PCV Murcor Real Estate Services

Christine Lee
Corporate Counsel
Leap Theory LLC

Njeri Mutura
Assistant General Counsel
Microsoft

Rhea Ricard
Managing Director and Managing Counsel
BNY Mellon

Melissa Sandoval
Senior Counsel – Litigation
SoCalGas

Ako Shimada
Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary
Ushio America, Inc.

Jasmine E. Simmons
Senior Counsel, Labor and Employment
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals

Danielle Van Lier
Senior Assistant General Counsel, Contracts and Compliance 
SAG-AFTRA

Crystal Ventura
Vice President and General Counsel
Neudesic, LLC

Thank you to the preferred vendors  
who helped make this evening’s  
event a success.

Event Production and Management
MTA Events
Michael Teta
Alex Bonine

The Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites
Allie Michel
Associate Director of Catering

Silent Auction Coordinator
Terri O’Lear
Knock Out Productions

Gala Tribute Journal Design
DWORSKY DESIGN
Laurie Dworsky

The Board of Directors of ACC Southern California would like to recognize 
the following individuals for their outstanding efforts as members of the 
Annual Gala Dinner and Pro Bono Silent Auction Committee.


