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Dear Members,
Happy New Year!
I am pleased to

report that our local
chapter has started

this year off with a bang!
First, I would like to introduce our new

board members for 2008:
■ Richard Cohen, Garden City Group;
■ Jennifer Leong, Office Depot;
■ Todd Mayover, Home Diagnostics, Inc.; and
■ Joseph Wasch, Florida General Counsel

Services.
We continue to have a very active and di-

verse board, and we look forward to another
great year at the chapter level. I want to thank
our outgoing board members, Laz Rothstein,
Frank Rodriguez, and Greg Hammond for many
years of service to the chapter.

2008 Events:
In response to your feedback, we have

developed a very active calendar for the
beginning of 2008, with a variety of events.
Again, our goal this year is to provide edu-
cational events, community service activi-
ties, and more networking events on a
regional basis.

Please take a look below for upcoming
events:
■ February: Lunch N’ Learns 

(Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade
Counties). Get together with your local in-
house colleagues to informally share best
practices and network on a local basis over
a relaxed lunch. The Lunch and Learns
will be hosted by in-house legal depart-
ments in each County on a rotating basis.

■ March: First Quarter CLE
Join our sponsors Broad and Cassel for a
hardy discussion of Corporate Crime and
Liability for Business and then have dinner
while watching the Florida Panthers battle
it out on the ice against the Carolina
Hurricanes.
- Recent developments in corporate

crime and liability
- Criminal and civil enforcement actions

against business 
- The role of In House counsel in investi-

gation and enforcement actions
- Strategies for Business Organizations to

Manage the Risk and Avoid Liability for
Misconduct

■ April 26: One Night in Las Vegas,

Renaissance Plantation Hotel, Ft.
Lauderdale. One Night in Las Vegas is
ACC South Florida Chapter’s premier net-
working and diversity event. It serves as an
ideal venue for rubbing elbows with large
numbers of in-house counsel and outside
law firms. We will transform the
Renaissance Plantation Hotel into an
authentic casino, complete with a pit boss,
roulette, blackjack, wheel of fortune, and
slot machines!
For additional information on these pro-

grams, please visit our website periodically at
www.acc.com/chapters/sfl.php.

We hope to see you at one of our pro-
grams! If you are interested in volunteering
to help with any of these events, or have
ideas for other activities, please contact our
executive director, Jody Rosen, at
jrosen@associationsource.com.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as
president.

Steven J. Sibner, president,
ACC South Florida Chapter
steven_sibner@ncci.com
561.893.3350

Steven J. Sibner 

President’s Message

First Quarter 2008
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Broad and Cassel, a statewide full-service corporate law firm, has become one of the

Association of Corporate Counsel South Florida Chapter’s newest Gold Level Sponsors.

Managing partners Gabriel L. Imperato of the Firm’s Broward office, and Mark F.

Raymond of the Miami-Dade office, say their support of ACC reflects their growing ser-

vice to corporate clients worldwide. 

Broad and Cassel 
Becomes A Gold Sponsor

continued from page 1

continued on page 6

“We see our involvement in ACC as a strategic part of our

meeting the legal needs of corporate counsel,” said Imperato. 

“We look forward to becoming an

active member and valuable con-

tributor of the organization,” added

Raymond. 

Broad and Cassel has offices

throughout the state including 

Boca Raton, Destin, Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, Miami,

Tallahassee, Tampa, and West Palm Beach. Founded in 

1946, on strong principles of client service and ethical practice,

Broad and Cassel has combined the firm’s significant knowledge of the state’s econo-

my, history, people, businesses, and leadership to represent clients throughout not

only Florida, but across the United States and internationally as well. The firm’s

resources and collaborative approach offer their clients the benefit of a team of more

than 175 dedicated attorneys, divided into 20 principal practice areas, serving nearly

every industry in Florida.

Broad and Cassel’s attorneys have the experience and expertise to serve as corporate

counsel for your company in all matters, including:

■ Appellate, 

■ Complex Litigation and Arbitration,

■ Corporate and Securities: compliance counseling and resolutions,

■ Government Relations,

■ Health Law,

■ Intellectual Property,

■ Labor and Employment,

■ Real Estate, and

■ White Collar Criminal and Civil Defense Matters

For more information, please visit www.broadandcassel.com.

Gabriel L. Imperato

Mark F. Raymond



Mountain West, Charlotte,
Central Ohio, San Diego, and
WMACCA chapters are doing,
see www.acc.com/
php/cms/index.php?id=381. 

Coming soon: posts for addi-
tional chapter CLO initiatives-
ÐÐstay tuned and please send an
email to dankner@acc.com if
your chapter is implementing
initiatives youÕd like us to add,
or to request information on
how to create or participate in
CLO networks within your
chapter area.

CLO Executive Bulletin 
ACCÕs CLO Executive Bulletinis
a periodic electronic newsletter
designed for CLOs. Read fea-
tured perspectives of leading
CLOs on hot topics, find execu-
tive briefings on ACC public
policy initiatives undertaken on
behalf of the bar, and find
resources of particular interest
to law department leaders. Most
issues include a lead article that
features insights and perspec-
tives of a leading CLO on a hot
topic of interest. 

Past issues feature insights on a
broad range of topics, including:
Optimizing Business Needs
Through Risk Management
(Mick McCabe, Allstate);
Leading with a Vision for
Innovation (Mike Dillon, Sun
Microsystems); CLO as
Spokesperson with the Media
(Don McCarty, Imperial

Tobacco Canada); and Six Key
Principles for Creating an
Effective and Sustainable Pro
Bono Program (Ken Handal,
CA). Links to past issues and
featured CLO perspectives arti-
cles are available at
www.acc.com/php/cms/
index.php?id=266.

CLO Club/ACC Annual
Meeting CLO Program
Series 
Each year at its Annual
Meeting, ACC offers special
programming designed with
CLOs in mind. ACCÕs Annual
Meeting 2007 included our sig-
nature CLO Club programs
(sophisticated networking
forum that hosts peer-to-peer
discussion groups targeted to
the unique executive practice,
management, and benchmark-
ing needs of CLOs), plus an
entire new line of CLO pro-
grams: our CLO Executive
Leadership Series sessions. 

The CLO Executive
Leadership Series sessions are
open to all annual meeting
participants and feature top
CLOs as panelists. In addition,
the AM 2007 program slate
included ACC insights and
presentations on ÒCutting
Edge Practices from the
WorldÕs Largest Legal
Departments,Ó and ÒTop of
Mind: What General Counsel
are Thinking/Worried About.Ó
Look for these program materi-

als soon in the Virtual
LibrarySM at www.acc.com/vl.

While the CLO Club sessions
are open only to CLOs, weÕve
posted session materials and key
takeaway summaries on our
website to help provide insights
into these discussions and possi-
bly even serve as Ôtool kitsÕ for
hosting these types of discus-
sions within your law depart-
ments. Visit ACCÕs webpage for
more information on ACCÕs
CLO Club and materials,
including hypothetical scenar-
ios, reference lists, and key
takeaway summaries from this
yearÕs sessions on Financial
Compliance and Emergency
Response Preparedness, avail-
able at www.acc.com/php/cms/
index.php?id=267.

ACC’s CLO Page
In addition to some of the more
specialized services and
resources noted above, ACC
has dedicated a portion of its
website to promote the execu-
tive, legal and department man-
agement roles of todayÕs CLO.
Find the resources and connec-
tions you need at
www.acc.com/php/cms/
index.php?id=59.

Focus on CLOs: CLO ThinkTanks, 
Chapter Networks, Insights & Beyond
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By Renee Danker, associate gen-
eral counsel, advocacy and 
CLO services, ACC

ACC focuses many of its ser-
vices towards different segments
of its membership, including
those who are new to in-house
practice, legal specialists, law
department managers, chief
legal officers (CLOs), and small
and large department practi-
tioners. While resources and
programs may be initially cre-
ated or styled with one of these
segments in mind, anyone may
find value in these materials.
Large law departments, for
instance, invest in resources
that can then benefit smaller
practices; and something cre-
ated for an IP specialist may
inform a legal generalist who
has an IP problem arise that
needs attention.  

Whether you are the CLO for
your law department or you
ultimately report to the person
who is, ACCÕs CLO materials
and services can help provide a
window into thought leadership
and issues that are top-of-mind
in top law departments around
the world. Featured below are
some of the initiatives and links
to materials weÕve created for
our CLO membership segment.
For more information on our

CLO services or resources,
check out our CLO ÒhomepageÓ
at www.acc.com/php/cms/
index.php?id=59, or contact
Renee Dankner, associate gen-
eral counsel, advocacy and
CLO services
(dankner@acc.com;
202.293.4103 x358), or Susan
Hackett, senior vice president
and general counsel
(hackett@acc.com; 202.293.4103
x318).

ACC CLO ThinkTanks
ACC CLO ThinkTanks are
invitation-only discussion
forums at which a small group
of large company CLO thought-
leaders discuss in-depth their
ideas, concerns, best practices,
and forward-thinking advice on
the hot topics confronting the
in-house bar and their clients. 

To date, ACC has held 14 CLO
ThinkTanks in the United
States and Canada; sessions
have included CLOs from more
than 100 top-ranked compa-
nies. Topics have included:
Corporate Governance and
Compliance; Establishing and
Sustaining an Ethical Culture
in a Global Organization;
Managing Corporate Business
Information: Ediscovery and
Beyond; Hot Topics for Private
Companies; Compensation and

Career Advancement for In-
house Lawyers; and the Law
DepartmentÕs Role in Financial
Compliance and Relationships
with Auditors.  

Advance Participant Briefing
Binders and Executive Reports
of past CLO ThinkTank ses-
sions are available at
www.acc.com/
php/cms/index.php?id=264. The
Participant Briefing Binders
include discussion outlines and
links to related resources of
interest. The Executive Reports
summarize key takeaways and
discussion highlights. Stay
tuned for materials relating to
upcoming sessions on FCPA
Enforcement, Enterprise Risk
Management, CLO as
Gatekeepers, and more.

CLO Chapter Networks
Several of ACCÕs chapters are
implementing exciting initia-
tives to help promote network-
ing and leadership discussions
among CLO leaders in their
local communities. From CLO
lunch clubs, to general counsel
forums, to roundtable dinners or
GC Brown Bag lunches, chap-
ters are bringing together CLOs
to expand their network of
peers and share ideas on chal-
lenges and best practices. For
more on what the DELVACCA,
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We wish to welcome the following new members who

have joined our chapter recently:

Erik Bartenhagen, Lennar Corporation

Eric Dawson, SunCoast Holdings Inc.

Richard Finke, W.R. Grace & Co.

Bonnie Heatzig, Directional Ad-Vantage Holdings

Christina Joros, Eclipsys Corporation

Lisa Kabula, Ryder System, Inc.

Alexander Lima, McAfee, Inc.

Jared Namm, Spanish Broadcasting Systems, Inc.

Darwin Pace, Assurant Solutions

Nicole Rocco, Office Depot, Inc.

William Romanos, Florida Turbine Technologies

Steven Savola, Penrod Management Group

Welcome to 
New Members

Learn to Serve Your 
Clients Better at ACC’s 
Corporate Counsel University®

If you are new to in-house practice, or are moving up as a

manager in the law department, ACC’s 6th Annual

Corporate Counsel University® (May 21–23, 2008, San

Francisco), is for you. Open only to in-house counsel,

Corporate Counsel University® will teach you how to excel

in your new role during this time of change. A separate

track of programs will again be offered this year for parale-

gals, which will provide the basis for acquiring knowledge

and enhancing skills to serve the corporate client further.

Note: this track will be separate from the corporate counsel

tracks; paralegals and/or other non-legal registrants will not

be eligible to register for sessions on these other tracks.

Questions? Contact education@acc.com.


